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Communal recommendation (Sunnah Kifayah)
A theoretical and practical study

Ahmed Najeeb Abdulaziz Al Swailem
Department of Fundamentals of Jurisprudence,
Faculty of Sharia, Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic
University, Saudi Arabia.
E-mail: answailem@imamu.edu.sa

Abstract:
This research aims to elucidate the definition and
application of Sunnah (Recommendation) in the
Shariah. It tackles the question of whether Sunnah can
be categorised into individual and communal
recommendations, as well as providing further detail
on what a communal recommendation (Sunnah
Kifayah) entails; if it is implemented by some members
of society, is the recommendation absolved from the
remainder of society? Communal recommendations
are also discussed vis-a-vis communal obligations.
The study further delves into jurisprudential issues
based on analogising communal recommendations
from communal obligations. Finally, this paper
explores differences of opinions amongst the scholars
regarding the validity of communal recommendation as
well as examples therein.
Keywords: Sunnah, Kifayah, duty, A theoretical and
practical study.
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