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Constitutional Review of Laws and Its Mechanisms:
(An Analytical Study of Legislative Laws, Requlations
Decisions Under the Saudi Legal System) and Judicial
Ayoub bin Mansour Al-Jarbou
Law Sector, Institute of Public Administration
. Riyadh,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: aljrboaay@ipa.edu.sa

Abstract:

The research aims to provide an answer to whether the constitutional
system of Saudi Arabia recognizes oversight of the constitutionality of
laws, and the type of oversight if it recognizes it. The research adopted
the approach of analyzing statutory texts and relevant judicial rulings,
in addition to referring to books and research. The research was
divided into two sections, followed by a conclusion that includes the
most important results and recommendations. The first section focused
on providing an overview of the oversight of the constitutionality of
laws in comparative law and jurisprudence. While the second section
focused on Constitutional Review and Its Mechanisms of Laws under
the Saudi Legal System. The research concluded with a number of
results, the most important of which are:

() The Saudi constitutional system does not undertake political
oversight of the constitutionality of laws, but rather undertakes judicial
oversight. (Y) There is no specialized constitutional court in the Saudi
constitutional system, similar to what is applied in some other legal
systems.(Y) It is not possible to challenge any laws issued by the
legislative authority directly before any judicial body, but rather the
unconstitutionality of the laws can be challenged through a substantive
lawsuit filed before the judicial body examining the case. (£) The
research found many judicial applications related to monitoring the
constitutionality of laws. The research included a number of
recommendations, the most important of which is the recommendation
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of the establishment of a specialized constitutional court in Saudi
Arabia. The court should be authorized to decide whenever the laws
violates the provisions of Islamic Sharia or the Basic Law. The court
rulings shall be binding on the parties to the lawsuit, third parties, and
state authorities. They should be published in the Official Gazette of
the State. The court is also should be authorized to decide the conflicts
of jurisdiction between judicial authorities.

Keywords: Constitutional oversight of laws, Judicial
Constitutional Review, Political Constitutional
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