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The significance between truth, metaphor, and
reference according to Imam Abu Hamid Al-Ghazali
(linguistic fundamentals study)

Abdullah Khaled Al-Matar*, Ahmed Abdullah Al-Oumi.
Department of Islamic Studies “Jurisprudence

and its Principles”, College of Basic Education, Public
Authority for Applied Education and Training, Kuwait.

Email of the principal researcher: abdullahkhalidvy@gmail.com

Abstract:
This study aims to explore the intricate relationship

between literal truth, metaphor, and indicative meaning within
the framework of Imam Al-Ghazali's jurisprudential thought.
The research delves into the analysis of Al-Ghazali’s
perspectives as presented in his works Al-
Mankhiil and Mishkat Al-Anwar, seeking to provide a nuanced
understanding of how truth and metaphor contribute to the
derivation of Islamic legal rulings. The study particularly
focuses on the role of indicative meaning as a key approach
for interpreting deeper, hidden meanings within religious texts,
which often transcend the immediate, apparent understanding.
The core issue addressed in this research is the connection
between literal and figurative language and how indicative
meaning can influence the comprehension of religious texts,
thus affecting legal rulings. Several critical questions are
raised, such as: What is the precise nature of the relationship
between truth and metaphor? How does indicative meaning
enhance the understanding of religious discourse? And can it

clarify subtle, implicit meanings without undermining the
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explicit ones?.

The study concludes that Imam Al-Ghazali underscored
the importance of understanding truth and metaphor as a
prerequisite for accessing indicative meaning, arguing that
religious texts may carry multiple layers of meaning that
can be uncovered through careful interpretation, without
dismissing the apparent meaning. Al-Ghazali advocates for
a balanced approach, where both the literal and indicative
meanings are integrated to achieve a comprehensive
understanding of divine messages. He emphasizes that
interpreting texts in this manner ensures a profound
engagement with their spiritual and legal dimensions, while
avoiding the pitfalls of esoteric interpretations that
disregard the text’s explicit meanings.

Key words: Indicative Meaning , The Absolute Truth ,
The Metaphor, Al-Ghazali .
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