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Comparison between the Hanafi and theologian method
Highlighting the methodological features of the Hanafi
fundamentalist composition

Arwa bint Abdulaziz bin Muhammad Al-Siyari.
Department of Islamic Studies, College of Education,
King Saud University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Email: Arwadrv@hotmail.com

Abstract:

This research explores the history of Usul al-Figh (principles
of Islamic jurisprudence) writing among the Hanafi scholars,
which began in the Yrd century AH. This tradition was
characterized by a close connection between Usul and Figh,
focusing on specific legal issues and integrating jurisprudential
discussions with legal theory. The main research question
examines the extent of the methodological differences between
the Hanafi and Mutakallimun approaches in Usul al-Figh writing,
highlighting the distinctive features of the Hanafi method. The
study employs a comparative analysis of four major Usul works
representing both schools: Usul al-Sarakhsi, which reflects the
methodology of the Iraqi Hanafi scholars; al-Mustasfa by al-
Ghazali, a key work of the Mutakallimun approach; Mizan al-
Usul by al-Samarqandi, representing the Transoxanian Hanafi
school; and al-Mahsul by al-Razi, which synthesizes elements
from both approaches.

The research establishes that the terms Mutakallimun and
Fugaha reflect fundamental methodological differences. The
Mutakallimun emphasize rational principles and abstract logical
foundations in Usul al-Figh, whereas the Fuqaha construct their

Usul based on established legal rulings within their respective
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madhabs. The Hanafi approach is distinguished by several key
characteristics, including deriving Usul principles from legal
precedents, employing unique classifications and terminologies,
and largely avoiding theological and logical discussions prevalent
in the Mutakallimun tradition. This approach makes Hanafi Usul
a form of comprehensive comparative jurisprudence rather than a

purely theoretical discipline.

Keywords: Hanafi Method and Theologians, Principles of
Jurisprudence, Hanafi  Scholars, Jurisprudential Issues,

Methodological Features.
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