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The Maintenance of the Wife's Medical Expenses by the
Husband: Between Obligation and Non-Obligation - A
Comparative Jurisprudential Study
Hala Ibrahim Rizk
Department of Family Sciences, College of Arts, Social
Sciences and Humanities, University of Fujairah, United
Arab Emirates.

E-mail: hala.risq@uof.ac.ae

Abstract:

Maintenance is one of the most important financial rights that the
marriage contract stipulates for the wife over her husband. However,
the majority of jurists did not mention medical expenses among the
matters covered by maintenance; therefore, this research has lifted the
veil on this topic. This research includes an introduction, a preface, six
chapters, and a conclusion.

The researcher used the inductive, analytical, and deductive
approaches in the research. The research reached a set of results, the
most important of which is: the obligation of medical expenses and
treatment from the husband’s money for his wife. According to the
most correct opinion of jurists, the wife's medical expenses are
obligatory on the husband, subject to certain conditions, the most
important of which are: that the husband be able to afford his wife's
medical expenses; that the wife's treatment be lawful; that the wife's
treatment be necessary or needed; that the treatment be effective in a
situation similar to the wife's; that the wife's medical expenses not
deprive her of more important expenses, such as his own expenses or
the expenses of the wife's maintenance, such as food and clothing; and
that the wife's medical expenses not be borne by anyone other than the
husband. If there is someone else to bear the expenses, then the
husband is not obligated to bear them. The wife's medical expenses -
as is the case with maintenance in general - are estimated according to
the wife's sufficiency in these expenses, based on the husband's
financial situation, and reference in all of this is to custom. The wife's
childbirth expenses are also obligatory upon her husband, provided
that these expenses are reasonable, that the wife needs these expenses
to complete the childbirth process, that there is no other party that
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guarantees these expenses, and that the husband is able to pay them. If
any of these conditions are not met, then these expenses are not
obligatory upon the husband.

Keywords: Maintenance , Medicine , Wife , Husband , Islamic
Jurisprudence , Comparative Jurisprudential Study.
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