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Al-Mardawi's Critiques of Ibn Muflih in 'Al-Furu
Hind bint Saud bin Nasser Al-Rafiq
Department of Islamic Studies” Jurisprudence and its
principles” , College of Education ,King Saud University,
Saudi Arabia.

E-mail: halrofuq@ksu.edu.sa

Abstract:

This research presents a critical study of Ibn Muflih's book "Al-Furu™
through the critiques of Al-Mardawi. It highlights the importance of these
critiques in demonstrating the strength of jurisprudential investigation and
distinguishing the various narrations within the Hanbali school. The study
also emphasizes the impact of these critiques in clarifying and directing
opinions towards correctness according to the authoritative positions within
the school. The research examines Al-Mardawi's critiques of Ibn Muflih in
his book "Al-Furu'," as presented in "Al-Insaf." These critiques showcase Al-
Mardawi's precision in verifying opinions and authenticating narrations based
on the established positions in the Hanbali school. The researcher employed
the analytical method through verification and comparison between texts,
favoring the correct opinion with evidence. The study underscores the
significance of scholarly critique in enhancing jurisprudential accuracy and
clarifying the authoritative positions within the school. Among the key
findings are : Al-Mardawi's critiques of Ibn Muflih in "Al-Furu™ contributed
to presenting new perspectives or reinforcing the prevailing opinions within
the school, thereby aiding in the development and expansion of Hanbali
jurisprudence . These critiques demonstrated Al-Mardawi's meticulousness in
jurisprudential verification, his reliance on religious texts and the sayings of
Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, and his attention to distinguishing the most
authentic narrations. He also focused on clarifying the authentic narrations
from Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, prioritizing the most renowned among them.
Additionally, he occasionally critiqued Ibn Muflih's methodology in selecting
certain opinions or pointed out aspects that Ibn Muflih may have overlooked
during his writing . The research recommends that scholars conduct
comparative studies between Al-Mardawi's critiques in "Al-Insaf” and Ibn
Muflih's views in "Al-Furu'," elucidating the impact of these critiques on the
evolution of the Hanbali school. It also suggests analyzing Al-Mardawi's
methodology in critiquing jurisprudential issues, studying the foundations he
relied upon in preferring certain narrations, and producing scholarly editions
of "Al-Furu™ and "Al-Insaf" with modern academic approaches, including
explanatory comments on the critiques.

Keywords: Al-Mardawi, Ibn Muflih, Critiques, Al-Furu.'
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