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Alaa Fathy Abdel Rahman El-Ganaini
Department of Public Law, Faculty of Sharia and Law, Tefna
Al-Ashraf, Dakahlia. Al-Azhar University. Egypt.
Email: alaa151177@gmail.com

Abstract:

There is no doubt that the crime of starving civilians is one of
the most serious and heinous crimes that can be committed in the
context of an armed conflict, because it does not target the military
forces of the enemy, but rather it affects innocent children, women, the
elderly and the weak who did not participate in the fighting, and these
groups are protected by principle from the horrors of war under
international humanitarian law. As well as all civilian objects
necessary for the survival of these civilian populations, which is the
essence of the principle of distinction between combatants and non-
combatants and the consequent necessity of distinguishing between
military targets and civilian targets, it is not permissible to target these
groups that are not fighting, but the crime of starvation when it is
committed represents a waste and a flagrant violation of international
law as a whole. Especially when the siege method is used on populated
cities, they will inevitably be the first victims of this siege, and Gaza is
not far from us. We see hundreds of thousands of Gazans, especially
children and women, victims of this criminal Israeli siege, starving
while the shipments of humanitarian aid outside the Gaza Strip rot and
spoil. The global conscience does not take pity on them.

Keywords: Starvation, Siege, Civilian population, War Crimes,
Genocide, International Criminal Court, Humanitarian Aid.
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